Coms 142           UPDATED_Film as Communication   Spring 2022
Syllabus 
Th 1:00-3:50

Library 58B
Please Note:  All communication for this course will be at: professorbuss-csus.yolasite.com, not on Canvas.
COURSE RATIONAL: There is an old saying that films are made




  to entertain people, not to send messages




  to them.  An art form that costs


            millions of dollars to make a single project,




  along with more millions to advertise that 




  project, needs to be something made for mass




  consumption in an effort to not only recoup




  the money spent, but also to make a profit.



       As humans would rather be entertained for




  for their dollars spent than “communicated”



  to, it would seem that “film as communication”



  might be an oxymoron, especially when referring




  to feature length films.




  However, through the years, and across many 




  nations, not only have feature films been made




  with the intention of entertaining and of




  communicating ideas to the viewing audience,




  but even feature films made with the sole




  intention to entertain always communicate  
                 cultural, moral, and political ideas 




  that reflect that society in which they 




  were made.

COURSE

OBJECTIVE:        To view and study a variety of feature films



   and explore how and what those films 




   communicate to their audiences.
The goal of
                  this course is to help us realize and notice




   the messages that are being presented to us

                  as consumers of mass media, and feature films

                  in particular.


INSTRUCTOR:       Steve Buss   

                  e-mail: buss@csus.edu
OFFICE HOURS:     Tues & Thurs 10:30am to Noon



   Mendo 5041
PROCEDURES:      Through lectures, and analyzing films
                 you will develop an understanding
 


  of how films communicate.

              Exams: A Mid-Term and a Final.
              Extra credit:  None
              Grades: Each exam is worth 35% of final grade.

                      Attendance and class participation 30%.

GRADE

SCALE:  100-94 = A             76-73 = C

         93-90 = A-            72-70 = C- 

         89-87 = B+            69-68 = D+

         86-83 = B             67-66 = D

         82-80 = B-               65 = D-

         79-77 = C+               64 = F

The film we will be watching and discussing will have a variety of ratings.  This means some films will contain nudity, violence, and strong language. Also, some of the films will be subtitled. If either will be an issue, I strongly suggest that you do not take this course as it is not a required course in the Major 
The reason that questions about the film are given to you before the viewing of the film is so you can take notes during the viewing of the film.  If you just sit there, watch the movie, and not take notes you will have a hard time passing the Mid-term and Final.

No phones are allowed to be used during the class!

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

Date      Lecture                        

1-27 (Th) Syllabus – Childhood Part I 
2-3  (Th) World View #1   
2-10 (Th)
World View #2 
2-17 (Th) Psychology of Performance
2-24 (Th) World View #3 
3-3  (Th) Violence 
3-10 (Th) The Horror Film
3-17 (Th) MID-TERM  
3-24 (Th) BREAK – NO CLASS 
3-31 (Th) The Musical and Race Relations Part I 
4-7  (Th) Race Relations Part II 
4-14 (Th) Class Structure Part I 
4-21 (Th) Class Structure Part II 
4-28 (Th) Childhood Part II 
5-5  (Th) “The Troubles” 
5-12 (Th) Mocumentaries 
Final TBA
