UPDATED_Com S 133 Documentary Film Spring 2022
Syllabus – Student Copy

T 1:00-3:50

Library 58B

Please Note:  All communication for this course will be at: professorbuss-csus.yolasite.com, not on Canvas.
COURSE RATIONAL: 
This class examines the documentary, 




questions involving issues of definition,





ethics, content, form, modes, and politics.





Because documentaries address the world in





which we live rather than a world imagined





by the filmmaker, they differ from the





various genres of fiction (science fiction,





horror, adventure, melodrama, and so on) in





significant ways.
COURSE

OBJECTIVE:        
This semester it is our goal to examine 





and understand issues of definition, ethics,





content, form, modes, and politics of 





documentary films. 
INSTRUCTOR:       
Steve Buss  

                    e-mail: buss@csus.edu
OFFICE HOURS:     Tues & Thurs 10:30am to Noon



   Mendo 5041

PROCEDURES:      
Through readings, lectures, watching 




various documentary films, and discussing





them, we will have an educated understanding





of this art form and how it differentiates





itself from fiction film.
              Exams: You will be responsible for a Mid-Term, 

                     a Final, and 5 documentary ideas.
              Extra credit:  None 

              Grades:     

              Midterm                      = 35%

              Final                        = 35%
              Five Doc Ideas               = 10%
              Attendance/Participation     = 20%
 Total = 100%
Attendance:  You start the semester with 100 points.  Arriving late or leaving will deduct 2.5 points per event.  Unexcused missing a class with deduct 10 points per event.

 
GRADE

SCALE:  100-94 = A             76-73 = C

         93-90 = A-            72-70 = C- 

         89-87 = B+            69-68 = D+

         86-83 = B             67-66 = D

         82-80 = B-               65 = D-

         79-77 = C+               64 = F

INCOMPLETES:  None.

MAKE-UP FINAL: None.

MAKE-UP PROJECTS: None.
SPECIAL NOTES:

  1.  Disagreements over grades should be resolved within three

      days after the work has been returned to you.

  2.  Students caught cheating will receive an "F" in the 

      course.

3. Late work (even one day) will be graded down.

4.  WARNING: Some of the films assigned in this class contain 

    images, subjects, and language that might be objectionable 

    to some of you.  Please consider this before deciding to 
    stay enrolled in this course.

Coms 133 TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

Date      Lecture     




                

1-25(T)   Syllabus and 1st Film, Breakout Rooms & Reports. 
2-1 (T)
Cambodia and the Khmer Rouge 
2-8 (T)
Lecture #1: How can we define documentary film?        
2-15(T)
Lecture #2: Why are ethical issues central to



documentary filmmaking? 


 




 







2-22(T) 
Lecture #3: What gives documentary films a voice of 
          their own? 
3-1 (T) 
Lecture #3 continued.
3-8 (T)
Lecture #4: What does this documentary have in common 


     with Navy Seals training and to our own lives in  
          general? 
3-15(T)   MID-TERM!
3-22(T)   SPRING BREAK
3-29(T)
Lecture #6: How did documentaries get started?
4-5 (T)
Lecture #7: How can we differentiate among 
          documentaries models and modes? 
4-12(T)
Class Documentary Ideas Presented.
4-19(T)
Lecture #8: What are Poetic, Expository, and 

          Reflexive modes? 
4-26 (T)  Lecture #9: How can we describe the Observational,



Participatory, Reflexive, and Performance Modes of



documentary film? 
5-3 (T)   Lecture #10: Poetic documentaries.
5-10(T)    Lecture #11: How have documentaries addressed



 social and political Issues? 











FINAL TBA
Basic Needs Support
If you are experiencing challenges in the area of food and/or stable housing, help is just a click, email or phone call away! Sacramento State offers basic needs support for students who are experiencing challenges in these areas. Please visit our Basic Needs website to learn more about your options and resources available. https://www.csus.edu/basicneeds/ 
